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FSC Advice 
 

1 Applicable FSC Chain of Custody standard 

a)  Applicants  
 (i.e. organizations undergoing evaluation for CoC certification from January 1st 2008 onwards) 

1.1 Certification bodies shall evaluate companies such as printers or publishers (herein 
referred to as “the organization”) applying for Chain of Custody certification against 
“FSC-STD-40-004 (Version 2): FSC Standard for Chain of Custody Certification”.  

b)  Certificate holders 
 (i.e. organizations holding an FSC CoC certificate before January 1st 2008)  

1.2 Certification bodies may audit companies such as printers or publishers (herein 
referred to as “the organization”) holding an FSC Chain of Custody certificate against 
standards based on Part 3.6 of the FSC Accreditation Manual until end of 2008. 

1.3 Printers and publishers that wish to produce ‘FSC Mixed’ products shall comply with 
the threshold requirements of section ‘1,2 Chip and fibre products’ of FSC-POL-40-
001 FSC Policy on Percentage Based Claims.  

c)  All organizations 
 (i.e. applicants and certificate holders)  

1.4 All organizations that use virgin material which is not covered by the scope of a 
supplier's FSC certificate in the production or assembly of ‘FSC Mixed’ products or 
that wish to sell products from their ‘FSC Mixed’ product groups as 'FSC Controlled 
Wood' shall be assessed against the applicable requirements of FSC-STD-40-005. 

                                                      
1  The advice note refers to the process of applying printing techniques to FSC-certified materials resulting 

in products such as books, magazines, flyers, etc., often consisting of various kinds of paper or card 
bound together in some way. It does not refer to the production of the print substrate, e.g. the paper 
itself. 
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2 Printed material  

2.1 A printed publication shall be considered as one product for the purpose of calculating 
the input percentage of FSC certified material and labelling. 
NOTE: Organizations that have obtained approval by the certification body for specific print 

jobs to  
a) exempt minor proportions of a printed publication from FSC requirements for Chain 
of Custody control and labelling; and   
b) apply an FSC label with a clarifying statement only on the certified part of the 
publication; 
may continue to do so until 30 June 2008 for job orders that have already been 
approved or that have been planned in expectation of such an approval. Following this 
date, all organizations shall follow “FSC-PRO-40-004: Minor components derogation 
applications” for any components they wish to exempt from FSC requirements. 

3 Use of FSC-certified input materials 

3.1 Calculations of input percentages do not have to be performed for finished printed 
publications that are exclusively produced from FSC labelled paper products.  
Note: Finished printed materials are unalterable products that will not enter subsequent 

transformation processes in which calculations of input percentages or labelling 
thresholds by buyers of such products would be required. 

3.2 FSC labelled paper products include:  
a) Paper products labelled with the ‘FSC 100%’ label; 
b) Paper products labelled with the ‘FSC Mixed Sources’ label; 
c) Paper products from old stock* labelled with an FSC percentage claim;  
d) Paper products labelled with the ‘FSC Recycled’ label.  
 

* i.e. manufactured before June 2005. 

4 Applicable FSC labels for printed materials 

4.1 Printed materials shall be labelled in accordance with FSC-STD-40-201 and FSC-
GUI-40-201 respectively.  
NOTE: Based on the nature of the FSC certified material (paper) used in printed materials, 

the FSC 'Mixed Sources’ label is usually indicated.  

4.2 If a printed publication is made exclusively from material invoiced as ‘FSC Recycled’ 
the organization shall be able to use the ‘FSC Recycled’ label. 

5 Identification of FSC certified products in sales  documentation 

5.1 ‘FSC Mixed’ finished printed materials that meet the applicable labelling thresholds 
may be identified on invoices as “FSC Mixed” without specifying a percentage claim 
(see 3.1 above).  
NOTE: In this case the material has lost its information on creditable quantities and may not 

be used by buyers for further percentage calculations. 

5.2 ‘FSC Recycled’ printed publications shall be identified on invoices as “FSC Recycled”. 
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Basis for advice  
ad 1.1:  As the process of printing is considered to constitute a product transformation 

which affects the integrity of a potential FSC claim made by the supplier, all printing 
operations need to obtain Chain of Custody certification in order to make or pass on 
an FSC claim on printed materials, unless the printing operation is covered by a 
corresponding outsourcing agreement with an FSC Chain of Custody certified 
publisher. 

ad 1.2: For companies applying FSC-POL-40-001, the minimum percentage of FSC-
certified material in relation to the total virgin material used in a product has been 
raised to 50% for ‘Chip and fibre’ products as of June 2005. 

ad 2.1: In the past, certification bodies have granted exceptions on a case-by-case basis to 
label only the certified part of a printed publication if the publication only contained a 
very small proportion of uncertified material (e.g. between 1-2%); however, to avoid 
inconsistencies with current FSC labelling requirements, these exceptions are no 
longer considered acceptable.  

ad 3.1: This is based on the assumption that (and restricted to those cases where) printed 
materials are finished, unalterable products that will not enter subsequent 
transformation processes where calculations of percentage-based claims or 
minimum thresholds by buyers of such products would be required. 

ad 3.2: If a strict and literal interpretation of FSC-POL-40-001, Section 1.2 is applied, 
printers would not be able to label printed publications that were solely made up of 
paper products from old stock labelled e.g. with a 30% claim or paper products 
labelled as FSC-recycled. This is not reasonable as printers do not change the 
material composition of the paper but at best add a neutral component (printer’s 
ink).  

ad 4.2: Organizations that currently do not apply FSC-STD-40-004 but that use products 
already certified as ‘FSC Recycled’ are allowed to use the ‘FSC Recycled’ label if 
no other material has been added to the product. 

References* 
 

FSC-GUI-40-201 Guidance on the implementation of FSC-STD-40-201 

FSC-POL-40-001 FSC Policy on Percentage-Based Claims 

FSC-PRO-40-004  Minor components derogation applications 

FSC-STD-40-004  FSC Standard for Chain of Custody certification 

FSC-STD-40-005 FSC Standard for Company Evaluation of FSC Controlled Wood 

FSC-STD-40-007 FSC Standard for Sourcing Reclaimed Material for Use in FSC Product 
Groups or FSC-certified Projects 

FSC-STD-40-201 FSC on-product labelling requirements 

*  Certification bodies and certificate holders shall make sure to use the latest versions available 
from the FSC Document Center on the FSC website (www.fsc.org).  

 


